Understanding Anointing (1)

1 John 2:20-27

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 

21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 

23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life.

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.

Introduction

There are several biblical words that people use that I am not sure mean what people think they mean.  One of them is the word anointing.

As it is sometimes used, it describes God coming upon a person or thing in a special way so that God might do something miraculous or at least out of the ordinary.

Sometimes we hear worship leaders shout out to God “Release your anointing.”  Some teach that we are to “walk in the anointing” or “unlock the anointing.”  Some claim that there are different types of anointing i.e. the “apostolic” anointing, or for women the Deborah, or Ruth, or Anna anointing.  Patricia King teaches there is such a thing as the “Ox” anointing.” 

The belief is that if we can somehow tap into this “anointing” we can see miracles and great moves of God.  By tapping into the anointing we can fulfill our potential and accomplish our goals and purposes.

Sometimes passionate preaching is referred to as “anointed” preaching.

But is this what is meant by this word?

Anointing (v. 20)… to daub, smear, anoint with oil; it is a noun which literally means what has been spread on, such as an ointment.
Anointing in the Bible was done to the body, to the sick, to the dead, as well as other purposes, but the one that I want us to focus on is the anointing that sets people or things apart for service to God.

We see this practice in the OT as the priests (Ex 28:41) Kings,(1 Sam 15:1), or a prophet (1 Kings 19:16) were anointed as being set apart for special service.

All of the “utensils” used in the Tabernacle were anointed with oil. (Ex 40:9-16)

This is an important topic that is often misunderstood.  What does the Bible teach about that anointing in relation to believers?

I. Every Believer Has the Anointing

A believer does not need to pray for an “anointing,” as the Bible makes it clear that he has already been anointed.

Verse 20... “But you have an anointing from the Holy One...” 

“Holy One” (v. 20)… refers to Christ.  He is referred to as the Holy One in Rev 3:7, John 6:69, Acts 2:27.  Even evil spirits called Him by this distinctive title (Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34)
“Christ” means “anointed one.”  The Greek word is the Hebrew equivalent of “Messiah.” 

Christ was “anointed” with the Spirit at His baptism (Acts 10:38, Luke 4:18).

Verse 27…But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you
Paul said the same thing... “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God” (2 Cor. 1:21).

Both Paul and John tell us that this anointing is none other than the Holy Spirit who resides in all believers!

Just as prophets, kings, and priests, and the articles in the Tabernacle were anointed – or set apart – for service to God, so is every believer set apart. 

Note two IMPORTANT things from verse 27…

1) This anointing is not “on” you but “in” you.

The anointing is not something we get into but something that gets into us.

2) This anointing “abides in you” or, in other words, it remains in you!

2 Cor 2:21-22... 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

The believer is set apart for Christ, but he is not anointed with literal oil but with the Holy Spirit and has become one of God’s priests…

1 Pet 2:5… you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
According to one scholar, this anointing “expresses the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit upon Christians who are priests and kings unto God.”
The believer is short in nothing that pertains to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1)

As Christians there are no “have” and “have nots” in the Spirit. 

Rather, we have the “doer” and “non-doer” the “obedient” and the “non-obedient” the “flesh” and the “Spirit.”

II. Every Believer Benefits from the Anointing

Important: the context of John’s discussion about the anointing is that of knowing the truth as opposed to false teaching.  

Verse 20…“And you know all things.”

Verse 21… I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

Verse 27… and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him” 
What is it that keeps the believer from going off of the deep end and denying the faith?  It is not a what but a Who...the Holy Spirit!

“False Christians in John’s day used two special words to describe their experience: “knowledge” and “anointing.” They claimed to have a special unction (anointing) from God which gave them a unique knowledge. They were “illuminated” and therefore living on a much higher level than anybody else. But John points out that all true Christians “know” God and have received the Spirit of God! And because they have believed the truth, they recognize a lie when they meetit.” - WW

What truth did they know?

1) They knew the gospel – death burial and resurrection of Jesus

2) They knew that God had become flesh and dwelt among them as 

opposed to the “liars” (v. 22)
3) They knew that Jesus was the way, the truth, and the life and 

that they had “eternal life” (v. 25)

The readers of John’s letter were Christians who knew exactly who Jesus was!  If a person does not believe that Jesus is God come in the flesh.  If, instead, they believe as the false teachers did that Jesus only seemed to be real or that He was just a man upon who the Spirit came at His baptism or that He was something different than what the Bible teaches then they were not saved.

They knew this that is why John was writing to them (v. 21)

But there were those trying to deceive them.  They needed to go with the knowledge given to them at the beginning (v. 24)

What taught them?  “…as the anointing teaches you all things…” (v. 27)

“You do not need anyone to teach you” (v. 27)…God has given the church men with the gift of teaching so John is not saying here that we do not need Christian teachers.  

The false teachers claimed to have additional truth, so what he is saying is that they did not need anyone to teach them “additional truth.”

Jesus told the disciples that when the Spirit came He would indwell them and “teach you all things” (John 14:26). 

The Spirit reveals truth to them, the taught it to others, it was 

written down, and we have in in our Bibles. 

There is no new revelation coming down today, only illumination, 
or understanding of what has already been written!
As Christians we know the truth, but that does not mean that we cannot grow in the truth.  

John’s readers knew the truth of who Jesus is.  However, they needed to grow in that knowledge.  They were to build on that truth. This is where pastors and teachers can help us.

Conclusion

Why do you believe that Jesus is Lord?  It is because it was revealed to you by the Father.  His Holy Spirit teaches us this truth.

If you know this truth, do we live this truth?
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