Understanding The Anointing (2)
1 John 2:20-27
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life.

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 
27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.

Introduction

Anointing...(chrisma from chrio) = to daub, smear, anoint with oil; it is a noun which literally means what has been spread on, such as an ointment.
We have seen that the anointing is something that every believer has.  We have also seen that the context of John’s words about the anointing is that of knowing the truth.

John was not writing to teach these things, because they already knew them (v. 21)
John actually wrote that the reason he was writing about such things was because people were trying to deceive the church (v. 26)

There were those who thought they were more enlightened, more anointed than others.  John wanted the church to know that they were anointed and knew the truth.  They did not need to allow others to upset them.
This subject is important.

Jude wrote a book dedicated to contending for the faith!

It is my sincere belief that the real battle believers are in is a battle for truth!  While some teach that we are to go and claim territory, I see we need to go stand for the truth.
We already know the we as believers come behind in blessing in Jesus Christ.  Why do we need to seek that which we already have?
What we need to is grow in the truth!

The anointing “ we have” helps us to do that!
I. Every Believer Has Assurance In the Anointing
Having the Spirit…being anointed means 

We Abide in Christ
Verse 24…Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father
This goes back to endurance.  
Endurance is an indication of salvation and not the cause of salvation.  People can start out on “fire,” but the fire goes out quickly when there is no reality as far as conversion is concerned.

In the parable of the soils Jesus spoke of the seed falling on “stony ground.”  These are people who heard the word and received it with gladness, but they have no root and after a time of tribulation they stumble. 

A clear indication of salvation according to John is that which you started with is still with you.  

We Have Eternal Life

Verse 25…And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life.
Titus 1:2… in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began
The Spirit means we are saved and is the guarantee that we will remain saved (2 Cor 1:22).  
2 Cor 5:4-5... 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

Eternal life does speak of quantity, but even more it speaks of quality.  

I want to make clear before moving on to the next point  that, although it is true that the context of John’s words are that of knowing the truth,we also know that it is the presence of the Spirit that result in other wonderful blessings for the believer.

Without Him we are not saved…
Rom 8:9… But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.
Both John and Paul write that the way we know we are saved is by the Spirit’s presence within us… 
1 John 4:13… By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.
Rom. 8:16… The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
Without the Sprit’s presence that we have power.
II. Every Believer Can The Ignore the Anointing
We Do This By Grieving and Quenching the Spirit
John warned about deception concerning Christ, but we must also be careful that we do not take the anointing for granted or ignore it.
Since it is the Holy Spirit that is the source of our anointing, it is possible to “grieve” Him and “quench” Him.
Eph 4:30…29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.
1 Thess 5:19… Do not quench the Spirit.
Instead of talking about not walking in the anointing we should call it what it is: disobedience.
It is possible to walk in the flesh at times and not in the Spirit.

Paul wrote that we must walk in the Spirit so that we do not do the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). 

We do not need another anointing.  Nowhere in the Bible does it speak of a second anointing.

When we sin, we need to “confess our sins” (1 John 1:9) 

The problem of lack of power is NOT because the believer has does not have access to all the power He needs.  The disciples were endued with power just as we are endued with power.

I am not denying that there are times when the Spirit seems to move in greater ways than at other times.  It seems as though He evens uses certain songs in a more powerful way than others.

I have heard certain song, services, and sermons referred to as “anointed”because God used it a powerful way.  In that sense, because it is a move the Spirit one callus use anointed and not be using it wrong.
However, I believe that when God moves in a mighty way that it is response to people’s prayers and obedience and not because of some “anointing” that comes upon people.

When God does do something in a mighty way such as saving multiple people in a meeting or use some person in a special way it is because of His grace.

Those who obey and walk in the Spirit, these are those who see God move mightily!
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